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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Counseling Psychology is a PhD program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of the
American Psychological Association (APA). The program was first accredited in 1972 and has
since maintained continuous accreditation, being most recently re-accredited until 2020.
Questions related to the program’s accredited status should be directed to the Commission on
Accreditation:

Office of Program Consultation and Accreditation:
American Psychological Association

750 1%t Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Phone: (202) 336-5979/ E-mail: apaaccred@apa.org
Web: www.apa.org/ed/accreditation

In accordance with Arizona State University’s (ASU) Academic Affairs Manual, the Counseling
Psychology program is committed to providing an environment free of discrimination,
harassment, and retaliation for the entire university community, including students, faculty
members, staff, and guests. ASU expressly prohibits discrimination, harassment,

and retaliation by employees, students, contractors, or agents of the university based on any
protected status (i.e., race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status,
sexual orientation, gender identity, and genetic information).

INTRODUCTION

Arizona State University is an intensive research university (Carnegie Research University/Very
High). The doctoral program in Counseling Psychology at Arizona State University closely
mirrors this function and adheres to the scientist-practitioner training model in preparing
graduates for employment in academic and/or service delivery settings. Although faculty
interests are diverse, there is a common emphasis on using empirical data as the basis for
professional practice. The program faculty has endorsed the APA’s Guidelines on Multicultural
Education, Training, Research, Practice, and Organizational Change for Psychologists, Guidelines
for Psychological Practice with Girls and Women, Guidelines for Psychological Practice with
Transgender and Gender Nonconforming People, and the Guidelines for Psychological Practice
with Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Clients.

The Counseling Psychology program is committed to the scientist-practitioner training model.
One manifestation of that commitment is the three complementary functions of the program’s
state-of-the-art Counselor Training Center, namely research, clinical training, and service
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delivery. Research foci include: multiculturalism, at-risk populations, career development,
retention in graduate education, social and personal relationships, process and outcome in
therapy, and play therapy.

The program was recognized by the APA in 2006 with the Suinn Minority Achievement Award
for our commitment to racial and ethnic minority issues in psychology.

PROGRAM OBIJECTIVES

Our program seeks to train scientist-practitioners who manifest the highest standards of
excellence and cultural competency in academic and/or service delivery settings. Consequently,
we provide extensive coursework and other learning opportunities in all areas relevant to the
counseling psychology profession. These include:

e A general psychology core consisting of the traditional substantive areas, as well as
seminars in ethics and history and systems.

e An empirical-foundations sequence that enables graduates to conduct independent
scholarly inquiry, as well as to evaluate aspects of professional practice.

e A counseling theory and method curriculum that fosters a full array of assessment and
intervention skills, ensures competence in the core areas of counseling psychology such
as career development, multicultural competencies, and encourages the acquisition of
specialized counseling capabilities.

e A counseling practice curriculum consisting of practica, fieldwork placements, and
internships that allow for the acquisition and display of counseling skills with diverse
client populations and problems.

e Opportunity to attain and demonstrate instructional, supervisory, and consultation skills
appropriate for counseling psychologists.

Students should be aware that self-exploration and self-knowledge are prerequisites for
effective counseling. Thus, many courses require students to engage in self-reflection.

We do not attempt to pre-select the specific career paths of our students. Rather we hope to
provide our students with a sufficient critical mass of empirical and applied skills that will
enable them to find success and satisfaction throughout the field of counseling psychology.
Some will opt to become researchers and/or clinical service providers, and all will be scientist-
practitioners who use empirical evidence and a broad repertoire of obtained competencies in
their careers.
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TRAINING VALUES OF THE COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM

The Counseling Psychology program at Arizona State University subscribes, and expect all
students to subscribe, to the current ethical standards of the American Psychological
Association (APA; 2010). These standards apply to all aspects of professional behavior, including
(but not limited to) the practice of counseling and psychotherapy, supervision, teaching,
research, consultation, and collegial relations. In addition, the program is committed to creating
and maintaining a positive training climate that (a) allows for open inquiry, free expression, and
effective conflict resolution, and (b) promotes the understanding and affirmation of all aspects
of human diversity. The specific implications of this position are elaborated as follows:

1. Freedom of expression is protected and encouraged. Students are expected to express
themselves in a professionally responsible manner that demonstrates respect for
others. Certainly, people may differ regarding whether particular communications are
respectful. Students are urged to work through such difficult situations by maintaining
an open mind, respect and empathy for others, and a commitment to continuing the
dialogue. When necessary, faculty may play a facilitative role in these difficult dialogues.
Unprotected forms of expression—threats, verbal abuse, and harassment—are not
tolerated, and will be considered grounds for disciplinary action within the program.
There are no acceptable excuses for such behavior; therefore, students are cautioned
about what they may say as a “joke” or “in the heat of the moment.”

2. An essential part of training is understanding and appreciating all aspects of human
diversity, including race, ethnicity, national origin, citizenship status, language, gender
identity, sexual orientation, religion, age, ability status, socioeconomic status, and
veteran status. Students are expected to use their training to free themselves, as much
as possible, from prejudice related to any of these aspects of diversity. Again, people
may differ regarding what constitutes prejudice, and students are encouraged to work
through these issues in the manner described in Point 1 above.

3. Students should expect to work with colleagues (e.g., peers, faculty, and supervisors)
and clients who are different from themselves throughout their training. Learning to
work with different kinds of people is a central goal of professional training. Students
who have difficulty in working with particular types of clients must address and resolve
these difficulties in supervision.
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THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS

Counseling Psychology faculty take into consideration a number of factors when reviewing
applications. These include: the FRK index, personal statement, transcripts (undergraduate and
graduate, when applicable), GRE scores, and quality of writing sample. Additionally, our
program adheres to a “mentor-mentee” model wherein students are mentored closely by a
faculty advisor who shares their area of interest. Prospective students are encouraged to
contact program faculty to discuss their research interests and program fit before applying.

To calculate FRK index, please use the following formula:
FRK index = Undergraduate GPA (or Jr/Sr GPA) + ((GREverbal + GREquant)/400)
The GRE score in this formula is the “old” GRE score ranging from 200-800. The “new” GRE

ranges from 130-170. You must convert the new GRE to the old GRE and plug it into the above
equation using the ETS conversion table.

The faculty give preference to applicants with a minimum FRK index of 5.5. For example, a
student might obtain a 5.5 FRK index with a 3.0 undergraduate GPA and GRE scores of 500 in
both the verbal and quantitative areas. The FRK index formula permits higher GRE scores to
compensate for lower GPA and vice-versa.

As with most doctoral programs in Counseling Psychology, admission is highly competitive. We
receive 120-150 applications per year and accept approximately 6-7 students. Many applicants
who have FRK scores in excess of 5.5 are not admitted because our faculty size is not large
enough to provide proper training to all who qualify on this dimension. Among students who
entered the program during the past three years, the average FRK index was 6.87. Average
GPA, GRE verbal, and GRE quant scores have been 3.81, 541, and 681, respectively.

The Counseling Psychology program admits students once a year to begin the program in the
fall semester. The application deadline is December 1.

To apply to the program, applicants must submit both the Graduate Admission application and
the materials required by the Counseling Psychology program as directed in this section.

Inquiries may be sent to ccp@asu.edu.

GRADUATE ADMISSION APPLICATION
The Graduate Admission application is submitted online at Graduate Education. Applications
are available starting September 1. It is the applicant’s responsibility to peruse the application
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information and not overlook requirements that delay processing the application. Applicants
are responsible for ensuring that their files are complete.

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS REQUIRED BY THE COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM
The following materials are required by the program and are to be submitted online.

Please upload the following to your application:

e A completed Biographical Information Form.

e A Curriculum Vitae (CV) documenting work and research experience. Please include:
O Education history

Research experience (including presentations and publications)

Relevant field work experience

Honors, awards, and professional affiliations

Leadership

O O O O O

Teaching experience
0 Specialized training

e A personal statement, no longer than 2 pages (single-spaced, roughly 600-800 words),
that addresses your professional goals, preparation for doctoral training, and reasons
for pursuing a doctorate in counseling psychology. Additionally, please describe your
research interests and how these fit with both ASU’s counseling psychology program
and potential faculty advisors. We recommend that applicants contact at least one of
the faculty with whom they are interested in working prior to submitting the
application.

e An example of your expository writing (e.g., conference paper, research manuscript,
literature review, or a paper you have completed for a course) not to exceed 7 double-
spaced pages. In evaluating these samples, we look for evidence of scholarship and
research potential as well as writing ability. Do not exceed 7 pages, double-spaced. For
documents exceeding 7 pages, please select the excerpt that best highlights your
scholarship, research potential, and writing ability.

THREE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

As part of the online application, applicants are asked to provide the names and email
addresses for each of their recommenders so that ASU can contact them directly to solicit
letters. As part of the application process, you will be asked if you do or do not waive your right
to review the letter of recommendation sent on your behalf. Each recommender will be
informed of your decision and asked to submit their letter of recommendation electronically to
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ASU. We prefer that two of these letters be from persons familiar with your academic work,
unless you have been away from school for many years. It is in your best interests to request
that these letters address, in a detailed way, your interpersonal competence, your promise as a
scientist-practitioner, and your career goals (i.e., our evaluation criteria). Please remind
recommenders that they will upload directly through the ASU electronic system.

GRE SCORE REPORT
Send separately to ASU Graduate Education. Use University Code 4007 for submitting GRE.
There is no department code. If a department code is requested, use 0000.

OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS
Send separately to ASU Graduate Admissions.

All of your application materials must be submitted by December 1 in order to ensure
consideration for admission the following fall semester. Keep in mind that processing takes
time, so plan to take the GRE (and English proficiency exam if needed) well in advance of the
deadline. It is the applicant’s responsibility to make sure that all materials are sent to the
correct offices early enough to be received by the deadline.

Please review the CPY Handbook and email ccp@asu.edu if you have remaining questions.

Applicants applying from ASU’s Master of Counseling program are required to have passed their
thesis proposal before submitting their application. The thesis must be defended successfully
prior to entry into the doctoral program.

Soon after the application deadline, the Admissions Committee identifies a pool of the most
promising applicants for further evaluation. During the final phase of the selection process,
finalists will be asked to participate in in-person interviews and to provide additional evaluative
data. Typically, we interview finalists during mid-February. In cases where a personal interview
causes undue hardship, a telephone interview may be substituted.

We will issue offers of admission shortly after interview day. In some cases, students will be
offered a spot on our alternate list. Students offered admission have until April 15 to notify the
program in writing of their decision to accept the offer of admission or not. Acceptance of an
admissions offer means that the student has read the policies and procedures and agrees to
abide by them.

Students who do not already have a master's degree in counseling or other applied psychology
program may be offered the option of direct admission into the Master of Counseling.
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THE DOCTORAL CURRICULUM

To keep our programs current, faculty revises requirements from time to time. If your decision
to apply for the program is based on specific course requirements, please be sure you have the
latest program description before you accept any offer for admission and register for classes.

The faculty reserves the right to make modifications to the program, curriculum, and exams to
better address student, faculty, program, university, and community needs.

Students can complete a Master of Arts in passing (MA in Counseling Psychology) en route to
the PhD degree. This requires 30 credits of coursework normally taken as a PhD student and
completion of the Master’s thesis (CPY 599).

Our doctoral curriculum typically requires five to seven years of full-time graduate study,
including the 12-month pre-doctoral internship. Each of these years involves course work
pertaining to theory, research, and practice in Counseling Psychology. Students are expected to
maintain full-time status while in the program, though exceptions may be made in consultation
with the faculty. Full-time status involves being registered for at least 9 credit hours per
semester in the course work years. This requirement applies only to the academic year (i.e., fall
and spring) and not summer sessions. At a minimum, students are required to complete two
years of course work in residence (typically the first two). ASU’s Graduate Education requires
that students maintain continuous enrollment.

CURRICULUM PERSPECTIVES

Our doctoral curriculum can be described from two perspectives. The first provides a possible
sequence of courses. The second details how the course work derives from APA criteria and the
discipline of Counseling Psychology. Refer to the CPY Coursework Checklist for complete
requirements.

CURRICULUM PERSPECTIVE 1: Possible Sequence of Courses
Please refer to Appendix C for suggested course sequences.
CURRICULUM PERSPECTIVE 2: Curriculum Requirements and Rationale

The Counseling Psychology program can be roughly divided into five basic domains: Counseling
Essentials, General Psychology Core, Empirical Foundations, Counseling Theory and Method,
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and Counseling Practice. We have attempted to integrate these domains by providing
simultaneous course work in each throughout all years of doctoral study. Moreover, a number
of our courses address more than one domain. Nevertheless, categorizing our course work in
this manner facilitates discussion of curriculum requirements. Because courses may be added
periodically to reflect faculty expertise, this list of courses is not exhaustive.

Domain 1: Counseling Essentials

CED 522 Theories of Counseling and Psychotherapy CED 534 Occupations and Careers

CED 545 Analysis of the Individual CED 567 Group Dynamics and Counseling
CED 577 Counseling Pre-practicum CPY 645 Professional Issues and Ethics
CPY 671 Multicultural Counseling CED 523 Psychological Tests

Domain 2: General Psychology Core

The program provides foundation courses in history and systems of psychology (CPY 679) as
well as domain specific courses on the different psychological bases of behavior: biological,
social, cognitive-affective, individual differences, and developmental. These topics are also
integral components of advanced professional course work and experiences. Students must
complete at least one 3-hour course in each of these core areas of psychology:

Core Area Courses Offered
CPY 691 Neuropsychology
CPY 691 Biobases of Behavior

Biological Bases of Behavior

Social Bases of Behavior CPY 676 Social Bases of Behavior
Individual Bases of Behavior CPY 670 Individual Differences
Developmental Bases of Behavior CED 529 Lifespan Human Development

EDP 540 Theoretical Views of Learning
Cognitive-Affective Bases of Behavior | CDE 591 Seminar: Cognitive Perspectives on Learning and
Development

Faculty may approve alternative courses to fulfill these domain requirements. Completion of
these requirements is consistent with the accreditation criteria of the APA and enables
graduates to meet the specific licensure requirements of most states. Since some states now
require six credits in each of the core psychology areas, students are advised to consider
completing one or more courses in these areas.

Rev. 10/2016 9



COUNSELING

& College of Integrative PSYCHOLOGY

Sciences and Arts

Arizona State University

PhD PROGRAM
HANDBOOK

Domain 3: Empirical Foundations

Our empirical foundations requirement consists of 18 semester credits beginning with CED 502
Counseling Data Analysis and CDE 597/EDP 552 Multiple Regression and Correlation Methods.

Three other courses are also required (e.g., EDP 652 Multivariate Procedures for Data Analysis,
CDE 591/EDP 654 Structural Equation Modeling in Educational Research). COE 503 Introduction
to Qualitative Research may be taken anytime.

Students are expected to enroll in the CPY 702 Research Methods in Counseling Psychology and

CPY 701 Science and Practice of Counseling Psychology year-long research sequence in their

first year. The final required course may be chosen from the following list or other similar
courses can be substituted with faculty approval.

Statistic Course Topics

Courses Offered*

Analysis of Variance

CDE 598 Topic: ANOVA for Behavioral Scientists
EDP 554 Analysis-of-Variance Methods
PSY 530 Analysis of Variance

Multiple Regression

EDP 552 Multiple Regression and Correlation Methods

CDE 598 Topic: Regression Models-Multi-Level & Non-Normal Data
FAS 505 Applied Regression Analysis

PSY 531 Multiple Regression in Psychological Research

Multivariate

EDP 652 Multivariate Procedures for Data Analysis
PSY 532 Analysis of Multivariate Data

Structural Equation
Modeling

CDE 591 Seminar: Structural Equation Modeling-Longitudinal Data
CDE 591 Seminar: Structural Equation Modeling for Social Sciences
EDP 654 Structural Equation Modeling in Educational Research
PSY 533 Structural Equation Modeling

Advanced Statistic Electives

PSY 537 Longitudinal Growth Modeling

PSY 538 Advanced SEM

PSY 555 Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs
PSY 591 Quantitative Seminar

PSY 591 Item Response Theory

PSY 591 Mediation Analysis

PSY 591 Missing Data Analysis

PSY 591 Multilevel Modeling

FAS 598 Topic: Analysis of Dyadic Interactions

*Students may need to contact program coordinator of department offering course in order to obtain

an override to enroll. Consult with advisor.

Rev. 10/2016
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Domain 4: Counseling Theory and Method

This domain is broken down into five substantive areas important to the research and practice
of counseling psychology. Students are expected to take at least one course in each of the five
areas. Students are expected to specialize in one of the five areas and are thus required to take
three (3) courses in one of these areas. Specific courses (other than those required) are
approved by the advisor on the basis of the student’s goals. The areas (with sample courses

listed) are:

Counseling Theory and Intervention
CPY 677 Advanced Counseling*

CPY 678 Supervision Theory*

CED 672 Marriage & Family Counseling
CPY 691, 791 Advanced Seminars

Consultation/Prevention

CPY 660 Prevention & Consultation*

CPY 668 Grant Writing and Grant Makers
CPY 675 Health and Wellness Counseling
CPY 591, 691, 791 Advanced Seminars

Psychological Assessment
CPY 651 Personality Assessment*

Multicultural Diversity

CPY 674 Counseling Women

CPY 691 Individual Intellectual Assessment
CPY 591, 691, 791 Advanced Seminars

CPY 691, 791 Advanced Seminars
SWG 561 LGBTQ Issues
CPY 650 Counseling Latinos

Career Psychology of Counseling
CPY 644 Psychology of Careers
CPY 591, 691, 791 Advanced Seminars

*Required course. Various advanced seminars (CPY 591, 691, and 791) will be offered each
semester on latest content in the field.

Domain 5: Counseling Practice
The course work and counseling experiences falling under this domain include CED 680

(Master’s Practicum), CPY 780 (Doctoral Practicum), CPY 783 (Fieldwork), and finally,
completion of an APA-approved Pre-doctoral Internship (CPY 784). Refer to Clinical Training.

MASTER OF ARTS IN PASSING (MIP)

Doctoral students can earn a Master of Arts (MA) in Counseling Psychology en route to their
PhD. Requirements consist of 24 credits of coursework already taken as part of the doctoral
curriculum and completion of a Master’s thesis, requiring enrollment in six (6.0) credits of CPY
599, for a total of 30 credit hours.
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Required courses for Master’s in Passing:

CED 522 Theories of Counseling and Psychotherapy 3 credits
CED 523 Psychological Tests 3 credits
CED 534 Occupations and Careers 3 credits
CED 567 Group Counseling and Dynamics 3 credits
CED 577 Counseling PrePracticum 3 credits
CED 680 Practicum Seminar 3 credits
CED 680 Practicum Clinic 3 credits
CPY 645 Professional Issues and Ethics 3 credits
CPY 599 Thesis 6 credits

Students with 30 credit hours from a previously awarded master’s degree on their
interactive Plan of Study (iPOS) are not eligible to earn the MA.

Procedure:

1. Student submits doctoral iPOS which must include the CPY 599 credits
a. Including CPY 599 on the iPOS will trigger a petition
b. Student should indicate on petition that they are applying for a Master’s in Passing
2. AfteriPOS is approved, student submits a Master’s in Passing Request Form to Program
Coordinator
a. Should be submitted once student has completed at least 15 credits toward MIP
requirements, at least two semesters prior to the planned thesis defense
b. Student must check thesis option, with planned Master’s thesis defense date
supplied (no other culminating experience options are permitted by the program)
3. Graduate Education reviews and approves MIP request and contacts student with next
steps
a. Student must initiate a separate iPOS for the MIP
i. MIPiPOS should only list completed and graded coursework (see list above)
ii. Six credits of CPY 599 must be included on MIP iPOS
b. After iPOS is approved by Graduate Program Services, student must apply for
graduation from the MIP program
i. Student must be enrolled during the term in which they intend to graduate
ii. Master’s in passing degrees are awarded at the end of the semester for
which they applied
4. Schedule and hold thesis defense
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CLINICAL TRAINING

PRACTICUM

Master’s Practicum. One semester CED 680 (6 credits) is required for students entering the
program without a master’s degree or without an approved, equivalent master’s-level
practicum. On the iPQOS, list CED 680 Practicum as two separate classes (3.0 credit hours each):
CED 680 Practicum Seminar and CED 680 Practicum Clinic, both during the same semester.

Doctoral Practicum. One semester of CPY 780 Practicum is required. A second semester of CPY
780 Practicum may be recommended at the advisor’s discretion based on the student’s clinical
evaluations at the end of the first semester. Each practicum section is a 3.0 credit academic
course directly supervised by a member of the Counseling Psychology faculty. Practicum is
designed to provide the student with the APA-minimum 400-hour experience over the course
of an academic year.

Practicum clients are seen in the Counselor Training Center, located on the fourth floor of
Payne Hall. This well-equipped training-treatment facility is administered by our program and
provides clinical services to university and community populations.

Supervision Practicum. An optional section of CPY 791 (supervision practicum) focusing on
supervision is available for students who may be preparing for supervisory positions. Students
wishing to enroll in CPY 791 should contact the instructor to request consent to enroll.

FIELDWORK

Two semesters of CPY 783 are required. Fieldwork placements are advanced practica that occur
in settings both on and off campus. Each section of fieldwork is a 3.0 credit academic course
directly supervised by licensed Counseling Psychology faculty and faculty associates. Fieldwork
placements ensure training well beyond the APA-minimum 400-hours experience. In early
January, students submit the CPY Fieldwork Application to the fieldwork coordinator. Faculty
must approve all fieldwork placements. Some fieldwork sites require background checks, so all
students should expect to undergo such background checks. Please consult with your advisor or
the fieldwork coordinator with any questions.

PRE-DOCTORAL INTERNSHIP

Each student is required to complete a 12-month pre-doctoral internship (CPY 784) as part of
the Counseling Psychology training program. The purpose of the internship is to apply new
knowledge and skills with continuing supervision. The internship is critical in preparing students
to function as independent doctoral-level professionals.
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Students enroll in their pre-doctoral internship after the successful completion of coursework,
practica, comprehensive exam portfolio, and after the dissertation proposal has been
approved. Students further along in the data-analysis and writing phases may conduct their
dissertation defense in consultation with their advisor, but are not permitted to graduate until
the pre-doctoral internship is completed. We recommend strongly that students complete their
dissertation prior to attending pre-doctoral internship.

Applying for Pre-Doctoral Internship. Students planning on applying for internship the
following year submit to the training director a completed CPY Internship Application Approval.
Faculty will review student progress through the program and make a formal decision regarding
readiness and grant approval to apply for internship. Students are required to have their
dissertation proposal successfully defended by May 15 for the training director to endorse the
student as ready for internship. It is customary for students to provide a copy of their proposal
to committee members two weeks before the proposal meeting.

Once approved by the faculty, students apply for pre-doctoral internship during the following
fall semester. Students must apply to internship via the Association of Psychology Postdoctoral
and Internship Centers (APPIC) Match. We recommend strongly that all students complete an
APA-accredited internship. If a student is not matched, he or she may petition the faculty to do
an internship in a non-APA-accredited setting that meets all APA internship guidelines.
However, we do not recommend this, as attending a non-APA-accredited internship could
present obstacles for obtaining employment and licensure. Most of our students have secured
internships at APA-accredited sites across the nation (see APA Student Admission, Outcomes
and Other Data).

To be considered full-time and eligible for financial aid while taking 1 unit credit for internship,
it is necessary to file a Verification Of Full-Time/Half-Time Status For Graduate Students form.
The student must be enrolled for the semester in question for the form to be processed. It is
the student’s responsibility to complete and submit the form to the Counseling Psychology
program office for signature by the Faculty Head. The Counseling Psychology program will then
submit the completed form.
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CULMINATING EXPERIENCES AND RELATED TASKS

MASTER’S EQUIVALENCY REQUIREMENTS
The master’s equivalency project is viewed as identical to a master’s thesis. However, the
equivalency project does not involve filing with Graduate Education.

Entering with a master’s degree (empirical thesis completed). If the student has entered the
program with a master’s degree and completed a thesis as part of that degree, the thesis will be
reviewed by the advisor and one other faculty member to see if it meets the equivalency
requirement.

Entering with a master’s degree (no thesis). If the student has entered the program with a
master’s degree but without a thesis as part of that degree, they must complete their master’s
equivalency within the program and enroll in 6.0 credits of CPY 792 Research. Students enroll in
these credits in two or more semesters prior to the completion of the project. Students should
consult with their advisor regarding timing.

Students are expected to work closely with their advisors to develop their master’s equivalency
project. The proposal consists of the following: literature review, purpose of the study, research
guestions, hypotheses, and proposed methodology and analysis. The student presents the
proposal for approval to her or his committee, consisting of the advisor and at least two other
faculty (one of which must be core faculty in the program). It is customary for students to
provide a copy of the proposal to committee members two weeks before the proposal meeting.

Once the proposal is approved by the committee and IRB, the student may collect data. Next,
the student will analyze data and draft the results and discussion sections under the advisor’s
supervision. Finally, the student defends the project before the same committee, who
determine whether the project passes, passes with revisions, or fails. Evidence of completion of
the master’s equivalency is submitted to the faculty head, using the Report of Master’s Thesis
Equivalency Defense, which is then placed in the student’s permanent file.

All students are required to submit an electronic copy of the final form of their thesis
equivalency to their advisor and the program coordinator.

All doctoral students are required to complete the thesis/thesis equivalency by May 15 of
their second year. Failure to meet this deadline will result in the student being allowed to
enroll only in practicum or fieldwork (if already committed) and thesis credit until the thesis is
completed successfully. Additionally, students who do not complete the thesis within this time
span will not be supported on any program assistant lines (e.g., RA or TA lines) until the thesis is
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completed successfully (i.e., pass). In exceptional cases with extenuating circumstances the
faculty will review a petition for an extension no later than December 15 of the same year.
Students requesting an 